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THE DOCUMENTATION IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
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1.  Introduction

Printer not ready.
Could be a fatal error.
Have a pen handy?

-- Pat Davis 

   Currently, there are many printer drivers written for Linux.

2.  Terminology and Acronyms  

PDC - Printer Driver Communications

JP - Job Properties

CJP - Common Job Properties

NCJP - Non-Common Job Properties

 2.1  Conformance Terminology

In this document, the uppercase terms “MUST”, “MUST NOT”, “REQUIRED”, “SHOULD”,
“SHOULD NOT”, “RECOMMENDED”, “MAY”, and “OPTIONAL” are intended to be interpreted
as described in [RFC2119]

  In this document, each conformance statement uses one of the terms:

Term Meaning

MUST Implementation support is REQUIRED for conformance to this
specification.

SHOULD Implementation support is RECOMMENDED for conformance
to this specification.

MAY Implementation support is OPTIONAL for conformance to this
specification.

  In this document, each operation, object, or attribute is defined as:

Term Meaning

REQUIRED Each implementation MUST support object operations or
attributes.

RECOMMENDED Each implementation SHOULD support object operations for
interoperability
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Term Meaning

OPTIONAL Each implementation MAY support object operations or attributes .

 2.2  Other Terminology

Term Meaning

3. Common Job Properties

Job properties are properties that can change on a per-job basis. Someone can submit a color print
job that uses legal paper while someone else can submit a monochrome print job on A4 paper to the
same print queue. Every printer driver shares a set of common job properties such as Form, Media,
and Orientation. Currently, each printer driver uses different names for those job properties. One
driver can use “Form=Letter” while another uses “form=LTR”. To avoid this problem, Common
Job Properties is the standardization of job properties that should be understood by all printer
drivers.

����� �����
	�� ��������
��������� ���������

� ���
�������
�����

���� "!#�
$ %
!���&���'
���
( �����

) ����� �"*,+�#��&�&�����+.-0/2143"%#%�!��
!�$��5+�*�6�+.7#%�8�3"7�9�:5�#�
/#/�/
( �����

) ������;#�� #��!���&
*�<"�#� � *
��'"!��.$

!���&���'
����=.!���&���'
����=.!���&
��'����#=�!��
&
��'�����; (�>�?�@

? �"� A���B#�CB��# ��"!��
&�*�<���� *��"��*
$D��� &����E �*�'��
!�� &��"� A��
������F.!���' ����G����IH &��� KJ �"!�'���&0J
<
��&#&����LJM���
A�&

> �� #B�& ? �"*�N O
B�&#� @ �
���
��&

Page 5 of 12



FSG Open Printing Requirements

����� �����
	�� ��������
���������
	������������	��
��������	��������������	��
����������� ��������������	���	�����	��
���� �	�����!���	��
���� �	�����!���	��
"��
# �����$����%���%�� �	���&�����'(���( �����&�����	�����'
)�����* !���	��+��,�	��-*������$	����
�.����'���	/��%�*�,�	�� # )+���

)�0�)
)�����*�"��
1���2������� $�
1���2������� $��"��
��$���$�
3��
��������!���	��
3��
��������!���	��
"��
�$	����$� # 	� �	�*������ 4
	���������	���	�����	��
�$	����$� # 	� �	�*�������"��
����&��
4
��'�'$���
5���	��
5$����,$�
5��$���
5��$����"��
����'��
!��� 6� � $��������	���	�����	��
!���	�� # 	������������879��,������������'���������	���	�����	��
!���	��
"�� # 	�������������"��:79��,������������'���������	���	�����	��
;����$�

4���'���	 # ������� 5�<�=�<��

4���'���	���	�*�> # ��	�������� =����$���?�
@�����,�=����$���
�����
��=����$���
��	������
4
	������
3���>�A����
;����$�

Page 6 of 12



FSG Open Printing Requirements

����� �����
	�� ��������

���������
	������������
������������������

���
������������

� ����� ��������

� ����� �

���������

!���"�#����

$�����

������������������� 	�� ���

������� %
�

��������
�

$�����

����������&����
� 	�� ���

������� %
�

��������
�

$�����

����������&���'�� (������ �

� ���
���
����
���

&��������)'������ ��*)��+���,����
�'
�

+���,����
�'���(������ �

+���,����
�'���-�� �����.

�����������%��%��

�����������%��%�� /�����

�����������%��%�� � ��
���

&�� 0 � ���*�"

(������
%���&�� 0��

	
%������ %��
&���0��

��%��
��� (�������	�
���1�

/�� 0������

��%��
��� /��)��� �

� * ����� �

� * ����� ��(��
�����

(������������ '�����*

Page 7 of 12



FSG Open Printing Requirements

����� �����
	�� ��������
���������
	�����

��	����
�

� �����

������� ������� �����

� ��	������
��� � ��	������
�

� �����

������� �������� �����!�����	��
	
� ����" � ������	 � �
�

# ��� � ����	 # � � ��	�	�� �

# � � ��	�	�� ��# ��� � ����	

# ��$���%
	 # � � ��	�	�� �

# � � ��	�	�� ��# ��$���%
	

# ��� � ����	 # ��	��
�

# ��	���� # �
� � ����	

# ��$���%
	 # ��	����

# ��	���� # ��$���%�	

� �����

� � 	
� � 	�& � � # ���

&����
'$���	

&���	�	�� �

���
��	����

( ������"���)��

( �����
���

( � 	+*,��� � �

- �����������+�'��� � 	
.

- ��%
	

*,� � $�&��
�'/��

* � ����$��

*�.�*,� � $ � �
�

0 ���+�

0 � ����	

� � ���

�
	�������
��/��

# ���

# �'�1.,/+�

Page 8 of 12



FSG Open Printing Requirements

����� �����
	�� ��������
�������

���
	������������	���� �����������

�������������

���
�����

��	����

 �	����

���������

�������

!���"���������	���� 	�������������#$	������������

!���������	���� ������������	��

%�����&�"�����'��

!���(����
"������������
��	��

!���(����
"���%�����&�"�����'��

�������

) ������	�����*���'�� �������

 �	���*����������

!�����������+���&�,��� �	��

- ��	�'

) ������	����������
�������������.�������

&�����/
���

) ������� - ����������� ) ��������0�����������������&

) ������� - ������������&

) ��������+���&�1���/ - ������������&

) ��������0�����������������&

) 	�&���" ,���� ) 	�&���&� ��������

,���� ) 	�&���&�2�����3
����	�'�#

,���� ) 	�&���&�2�����3
����	�'�4

*�5
� ) 	�&���&� ���	�'�#

*�5
� ) 	�&���&� ���	�'�4

Page 9 of 12



FSG Open Printing Requirements

����� �����
	�� ��������

�
�����

������������� �
�! 
��" ����� ���#�
�����

� � � ���
��$

������������� �
�!%���&!��$'��� �
��(�)����

*
��+

,
� �!� ��-

.
�
& �

% � � ���

�
�����

������������� �
��*!/�+'� 0���$!�'��$

�!1 )!)�2��

�!� )��

�
�����

������������� �
�
0!��3�� � 4

� � � ���
��$

�
�����

������������� �
��5����'2�� 6

� � � ���
��$

�
�����

While it would be nice to require every driver to at least understand the above Common Job
Property keys and values, we have decided to allow some of the keys to be optionally supported.
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If a job property is Required and it is not handled by the driver, then the print job or print related
query will fail. The other two categories, Recommended and Optional, are statements that tell the
driver what will give the user a better print experience.  

The job properties that are not Required are handled by the print sub-system (either by the driver or
a higher level component like a rasterizer). They fall into a number of categories. The first one is
the set of job properties that can be handled by the driver or simulated by the rasterizer. An example
of this is “Copies” or “NumberUp”. The driver can handle these properties through commands sent
to the print device. Otherwise, the rasterizer will simulate the property to the driver. For example, if
“Copies=2” appears in the job properties and the driver does not understand “Copies”, then then
rasterizer will send two print jobs to the driver. If it is handled by the driver, then the driver will
only receive one print job. Another set of properties that cannot be simulated by the rasterizer will
only allow a minimal level of support. This support is limited to one default value that can be
enumerated or set. For example, “SheetCollate” can only be “SheetCollate=SheetUncollated” if the
driver does not understand collation.
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 3.1  Non-Common Job Properties 

All of the other job properties for a printer driver falls in the category of non-common job
properties.

4.  Discovery

The print sub-system needs some way to know what driver are installed that can handle this
standard.

5.  Communication

6.  Normative References

7.  Informative References 

APPENDIX: X CHANGES < Editor >
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Author Change 

Page 12 of 12


